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A 
DISCOURSE 
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FISHERY. 


ya Eing to trezt. of the 'Fiſhery, and more 
particularly of che Herring-Fi/hing, though 
I reckon upon the Cod and Ling- Fiſhing 
alſo in che Groſs, I have diligently pg- 
raſed, exrrated; and digeſted whatever I could 
meer with upon 'that SubjeR, and I find thar 
a Diſcourſe will fall under theſe 3 Propoſt 


I. That it 6 of Great, and Certaiu Advantage, 


JI. That it lies fairer for the SubjeRts of bis Ada 
Jfty of Great Britain,chan far the Hollanders.' 


A 2 "rs 


| (2) 

bx HI. That if it be Encouraged » 4nd Eftabliſhed . 

A "= =*31-wmill prove the Foundation of - an ample, aud 

—lafting” Revenue 10 the  Crowngwand-ef- 
Wealth 4nd Proſperity to the Nation. 


Nay, if it ſhould txrn to Loſs, inftead of Profit, 

it would ſtill abundavtly anſwer the Expence, 

+'in the Conſequences; being ax" wndertiing, 
mot only o Common Benefir, but ( As the 

; Caſe ſtands.) of Abſolute Neceſſity, to the 
Safety, ard WHI-beitig oth of King. and 

. People. | | 
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F. x. The Fiſheny-s of. Great, , aud Cery. + 
(9H 7 1tam Advantage. S . | 
ot CONES OE =} $449; % 
'T Ouching: the ': Aivantages of the Fiſhery, 5 | 
KL preſume ;there' will be no diſpute, (ince 
' At is:pranted on:"all hands, :that the: Dareb are 
beholding roar-for the Riſe, and Swppere,of rheir- 
Greatneſs ; for their Reputation abroad, and for 
their Strength at Home : Inſomuch that the Her--— 
ring, Cod, and Ling taken in his Majeſties Seas, , 
by the Datch, and other Strangers,. are valued 
Conmunibus axns ,'at no leſs then Ten AMiltons of 
Podinis Sterling ; which Computation: has been 
often Pubiiſhed , and conſtantly receivea for þ 
current, without contradiction. 
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g: * The Fiſhery lies fairer for the Sub-. 
- Jets of ht! Majeſty of - Great Britain; 
' than for the Bollanders. - + + | 


& #4 A” & 
p. bee Fiſhery is very Conſiderable, ſo it lies 
CA. moch fairer for Us, chan fqr Them, in re- 
* gatd that we have many advantages toward it, 
which the *D»tc>-want, and that we bardly want 
atly thing which they have , ſave only. Incuſtry, 
Fich may be eafily Pfothored by good Order, 
and'Piſctpline.** ©” 
Firſt, We' have'the Fiſh upon our Coaſts, 
(I right have- ſaid} upon! our Shores) where in 
«+ Caſe of Storm, * Unlading, taking in- Proviſionr, or 
the lite ;* it is ſeldom above 4 or 5 hours, work 
(and moſt commenty nor ſo much) ro Recover * 
a Harboxrr, and withour any lo(s of-time, to re- 
fitr,' and pur to Sea-again ;-' whereas the Darch 
have uſvally fore 200: Leagues to - ſayl: before 
they, come to their Fiſhing 3 and there they lie” 
at the mercy of the winds, for want of a+ Pore 
, tofriend : and in Cafe of unlading;they have as 
far back againz which takes vy a grear-de21 of 
time,. hinders their bufineſs, and/eadangers the. 
lofs of their Markets. ' It is true, that they hive 
their Tagers many times,” to take off cheir Fiſh ag. 
Sea, and re-furniſh them with Cask, 2nd other 
neceſſaries; buc* if irchappens-to be a Rowling 
Sea, they muſt lye ſtill, and waiffor a Calm 
whereas 


7M 


| (4) 

FIRES wich us that are in Harbour, the work 
of unlac 
away 10 Market, goes on in all wea- 
s So that i in reſpe& of the #e«rneſs of. the, 
Fiſhing, ve. have much che. Betcer of them - 
And no lefs, in the Commodiogſnefs of our Pots 
png Cage to: Receive the Buſes upon all ans 


As to the Charge of a Fiſhing Veſſel, with | 
 Farnitave, Tackle, Salt Cas 5nd V iltual: ; | 
is hardly any thi chat belongs to it, except, 
Pitch and Tarr, which we have not of our own 
Growth, whereas the Dutch have little of 
own cowards i it, but Cheeſe and Butter, 
cheaper with Vs roo than with-Thew. 


open to- Us, thar we may | 
Expence, Difficulty, or "Horced an Fig Dtzhy, 
t is our own faule if We do not-4mprove it; to 


Ko the Greateſt Tewporal Bleſſing (perchance) that 


tovidence ever beſtowed-upon any 'People. .. 


Some. indeed will- have it that We waut Mex y, 


Others, that ony Men will miner take to it. 


To the Birſt, 1 anſwes (anger favour) that, 


Re Ares I. wy 
ive upon to 0 
without any Returo of La 


and Induſtry for their Bread; let but theſe Peo- | 
ple be fet-ar work upon the F;fberj> and we | 


| ſhall havehands to ſpare. 
The Second Exception is A Contemplation 


at large, vie, "Ther the Grains of this Nayes will 
* neve 


r i cking, and (ending our Fiſh | 


Now if the Fiſhery be ſo bly vary ng 8.0 ; 
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never endure the hardſhips of that Employment, 

To which 1 Reply, Thacthe Zxg/i/bdo daily 
rut: greater hazards, and fuffer greater haroſhips 

bher Vorges, than they do in Thisz And 
that they are, in very many Caſes, inured to. 
harder Labour : For certainly the working of 
a Mine is incomparably beyond that of 2 Buſſe. 
But tro come to the'very Point it-felf, fo far are 
« d {5 from an Aver/ion to the Fiſhery, thar 


0 «pph themſelvesto ity as Tarmenrh, and 


F 


| Starborongh, and indeed the whole Coaſt will 


bear me witneſs ; For ſo ſoon as ever harveſt 
&s oyer (where the Herring /caſon comes on) the 

and Country Fellows preſently- flock to 
the Coaſt, to be hired iato the Fiſhing, and up- 
on trya], find it ſo much co their liking, - that 


| - after the ſecond Voyape there is not' one of 


Twenty of them but takes up at Sea for 
good and all, without ever recurning to his for- | 


| ition- T9 7 
"Fo make it yer Clearer, it will not be ami 


| to take this General Objection to. pieces, and 


diſtinaly co Examine the (everal difficulties that 
occur under the notion of hardſhips. For to ſay 
that che Engliſh wil! never do any thing bat where 
they may le warm, 'and dry; fill their Belhies, and 
od their Eaſe ; _ that the : —_ will endure 
rd(hips better than the Engliſn, will never carry 
the Gorton : but would fain know what ſort 
of ba+dhip it is (conducing to this affair) wheres - 
ia the Duc go beyond Vs 


Are 
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Are they Hardier to encounter the Dangers of 
the Seas? © k s Be 
In this point, we may-appeal ; to every, days. 
Experiefice, :and leave che whole-worldrogudge 
bet v/ixe ws. ; " "ng fe; By 
is itrthe Hat7ip of Lying Expoled- to Cold 
«  Blajhoy andStarms ? | | 
> +Haeio'ligsd miltzke, which I muſt confeſs 
bas gain'd fone Credit, and it- 5 woith, the. 
while toſet it Riga, Be is known: then. that” 
the Herring fiſhing in his Majelties Sc2s,, þ&g105, 4 
in Fane, /and goes out in November : agd that; 
for the firſt: 4-)wenths, (which is the teſt. tae; 
both for: Profit and Fair Weather) we Fs go 
much-aslook after it, but fall in upon the Win." 
' ter Fiſhinz, from - September, to 1he end. of No- p 
vembei, which is the moſt Tempeſtuous ſeaſon of. 


the whole year. And-then in Fexvary, we. Hit | 


ont for the Nerth-Seas, and ſpend the e ne 
der of the Winter in al] extremitzes.of coid;and 
' hardſhip: This is enough-to ſatisfie 37, has , 
 thatOxr$skins are as good proof againſt wind. 
and weather as Theirs. «1 +1 | eaols 
Bac'T will pur ir yet further, by ſuppoſing” 
thatthe Winter fiſhing would be to9 hard for.us 3 , | 
What excuſe have we now for. not making our”. 
beſt of the Summer-Fiſhing, which is far the more 
painfa] of rhe two ? Et 
 'And ttuly the Hardſhip of - Corſe feeding, does:. 
- not amount to inuch nticher, though 1 know .., 
preat ſtreſs i3 13id upgn ity. 4ow pirifelly their 
People Fare; ang that an Englith Body will 


newer 
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never be able to live upon 4 Datch Diet: 
'If ſo it were, that an Engliſh Diet Could not 
_ be had, .and that a Dutch one would nor-- ſerve 
the turn; it were ſomething 3 bur that is not 
Our Caſe; for here, he that cannot feed upon 
, the One, may have the Ocher': and 1 am per+ 
ſwaded, that the.work will goon with Peaſe and 
Bacon, *every jot as well as with. Roos and Cab- - 
bidge; Not but that the Engiiſh can bring their 
ſtomacks down too upon any Honourable Oc- 
caſion, to the Grofſeſt Food Imigmable ; as has 
been often ſeen among the Beſieged in our late 
Troubles : but they are too-generons, to morti- 
he their Carcaſes, purely ro ſave their Purſer 3 
which in this particular, is the "only ground of 
Exception ; 1t will augment the Charge : that is to. 
ſay, whereas a Helland-Buſs, after their way of 
- Victualling,- clears about a 1000/, a year, ar 
« Engliſh-Bufs will not clear above'gyo!l. according ' 
to,Owrs: Which 101. difference I do only admit 
for quiet ſake, and to ſhorten the diſpute ;. as 
being the moſt chat any man can prerend tot; 
and more roo, in plain terms, than the matter 
will bear. For the Dutch Viitalling is the ſame 


'» with ours. (o' far as to Beer, Biſcmte, Burrer ind 


Cheeſe , all which we'can lay in mach cheaper 
than Thc.: fo that *tis bur adding: the Charge 
of © Peaſe and Bacon, which ( co take it at the 
, worſt) comes bur coſome 15 or 16 /. more, 


| and then diſcounting for the 'othx vine! 


which it ſaves for' the difference Gt Prizes 3 
and for the Brands, whveh their People 
B drink 
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cyink- more th:n-ours,- ard there's the Accompe. 
Beſices-that-the very ſuppoſal of paling from 
"4 good Diet to. bad, is 2 great Errour, for the 
r.trynien that put themſelves into the Fiſh- 
ing, fare incomparably better. at Sea, than ever 
- they did at Land; for beſides the Ordinary 
- Provifion which they carry to Sea, they feed 
, -upon the Fiſh rhey catch; which for variety 
and delicacy, (being freſh taken) .is a Treat, 


beyond what is to be had at any. Noblemans . 


Tabie #thoar 3 and improves them at ſuch a 
rate, that of pitiful Weaklings at.Land, they 
cone in a Voyage or two to be hearty, ſtout and 
healthful perſons. 

\ There is another Objetion raiſed. from the 
ſtricnels of the Srates Government ; (where Peg- 
ple muſt eicher work , or farve) which ſays, that 
the hardſhips of the Fiſhery are ſo great, that if it 
were not barely to keep-life and ſoul together, 'no body 
world nedale with it, and that their Fiſhery is meer- 
ly ſupply 4 ont of ſuch a ſort 4 People. 

My Anſwer is, Firſt, that the Foundation IS 4 
miſtake, for it is already made plain, that there 
are no ſuch terrible bardbipss Secendly, for Ar- 
gument ſake, I will rake all for Granted, as 
well the +ardſaips. themſclves, as the neceſſities 
that make people undergo them ; ler it but be 
agreed, that by the force of rhoſe nece//ities, the 
thipg is done at laſt. For then, by a: ſtronger 
reaſon it may be done by 'Vs, who have Ten 
men for udeir One, that have nothing to Jive 
upon but their Labour: Perſons that are ready 

J to 


a 


a 
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| toftarve for want of work, when the Nation is 
almoſt undone for want. of Peop/e. 
There are yet two Lions mere in the WAY 3 iſt, 
Orr Herrings are in no efteem abroad, becauſe we 
'|' have not the right way of Curing them. 21y, We 
ſhall never make any thing on't, for the Datch will 
* wnder ſell ms, by freighing cheater, and conſequently 
beat # ont 4 the Trade, for want of Vent» To 
which in Order. 
iſt, There are two ways of Caring Herring ; 
The Oxe, at Sea; where they are Gipp'd, im- 
* mediately upon the taking, and fo barre!d up : 
' TheOther, at Land, where they are Gippd, and 
Pack d, (ome days after they are t:ken» Theſe 
we Call /hare- made Herreygs, and we know before 
hand, that one Barrel of the Other, (for Good- 
neſs) is worth a hundred of Theſe 3 and that 
, they will never take their Pickle kindiy, unleſs 
their Throats bs cut as ſoon as they ate caughr. 
So that it is 2 great Errour, to take a ſhore made 
Herring for a tryal of onr Skill of Curizg. But 
for thoſe we make at Sea, they are as good, and 
as well eſteemed abroad, as any Datch Herrings 
whatſoever: and this very yer, above. 200 
Barrels were ſold into the Faſt Country out of one 
ſinall veſſel of ours ar near 4 /. 2 Barrel. I wiſh 
we were not more to blame for not taking them, 
than for not cxring them. But what if realy we 
Cconld not Cute them ? Is it impoſſible to Learn *? 
2'y, The other ſuggetion, - that the- Dutch 
will beat us out of our Trade, is either of no force 
p at all againſt the Fiſhery, or it is /much more fur- 
Cible againſt the — and che Collier ; 31 
| ! 2 C 1:1 
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this" Trade lies under our Noſes, and more in 
: oor Power than any cthex:.- And to diſcoorage 


our Fiſhing upon this Conſideration, is all one, 


as to bid us quit all Navigation whatſcever, and 


Jeave ont ſelves at the Hollanders Mercy ; orvin 
EffeR, for « Prey to all Comers, , And then to fear 
the want of Yer, is to imagine that people will 
leave Eating 3 for a great part of the Trading 
World lies yet unſerv'd: neither can any. man 
ſbew me that ever our Herring lay upon our 
Hands, for wan of a Marker. | 
Enough is ſaid 1F. ro (hew the Advantages of 


_ the F/hery. Aud 2h. that we may eafily Ma- 


fer it. if we pleaſe. - It remains now that we 
rake poſſeſſion of ir, and apply the Profit to our 


... ſelves. | 
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G3. If the Fiſhery be Encouraged, and 
- Eftabliſbed, it will prove the Foundation 


> 


of an ample, and laſting Revenue to the 


Crown, and of Wealth axd Proſperity 
to the Nation, | 


Nay, if at ſhould turn to Loſs, inſtead of 
_ *,., Profit, it would -flill abundantly anſwer 
_ + the Expence i» theConſequences; being 


471 undertaking not only of Common Be- 
nefit, but (4s the Caſe ſtands) 6 ay 
5 6 4 -.<- - tate 
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( 11) Re 
ſolute Neceflity, to 1he Safety, 4nd 
well-being both of King and People. 


T is but reaſon, that P«blick works ſhould re 
ceive Pablick Encouragement; and that where 
both Prince and People are to partake of rhe 
Benefit, they ſhould likewiſe joyn in rhe .far. 
| therance of the rhing. Of ſuch a Quality is * 
this work. No-fickly Proje&t upon a. Ramble 
we know not whither, to hunt for we knovy - 
not what 3 but a ſober and fimple- Plot upon a 
Treaſure chat lies at our very Feer: 2 Treaſure, of 
more Value to Vs than both the Indies, and yer 
we will not ſo mack as ſtoop to rake it up. 

The Encouragement here intended, is the 
| raiſing of 2 Sum of money for 2 Fond as a ne- 
ceſſary Preparatory toward the perſeQing of 
the work : which may be code excher by Loze, 
Contribution, Or Taxes | 

Hitchcock computes upon 80600 /, ro be fur- 
, hiſhed by 40 perſons ont of every County, at 50 1, 4 
man, reckoning South Wales for one Connty, 211 
North-Wales for another, (which is no great matr- 
ter.) And many other contrivances there ares 
bur this point may be cut ſhort : for, vpon good 
ſecurity, there will be no diff:icuity of precuring 
Money. | 

_ Contribution would be an eaſy way, and cer- 
* tainly'do a great deal in. the buſineſs; if the 
People might but be fecured from the fare of 
their Laſt Benevolence in this kind, which never 
Calne tO any thing, and there & @ good part of it 
AT YOMal rp 
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remaining in the Colleftors hands to this very lay, nn- 
' Accounted for. Many ways might be found out 
for their ſatisfaction, but none perhaps more 
2gree3ble than Depoſiting of the Stock, in the Cham- 
- berof London.- | 6. 
A General Tax would do the Deed at a blow ; 


Nay a Particalar Iippyſition, to introdace it by , 


degrees, (as in cafe of che Algier Daty fer the Re- 
demption of Slaves z the Cole-Tax for the Rebuildjng 
of reds) would ſufticiently anſwer my pur- 
poſe. 

Monies being -raiſed and depoſited toward a 


Hock, we Core now to coniider where, and how © 


to employ them. 
The firſt thing to. be done may be the Re- 


ſolviag upon ſo many Faplerz and then ro'fall tos 
. , Work upon Creeks, Wharfs, Docks, Store- binſes, 


Tan-houſes, Work-houſes, Cranaries, Brew- houſes, 
and other Convehiencies for the ſervice : And 


at the ſame tinde, the Pwr may be ſet to work. 


upon Spinning, 2aking of Nets, and Ropes, and 
the like ;- that : 9 Fiſhing-Tew, and the othe» Pro- 
viſions, may go on hand in hand together. 

By this Method, the defign may be very fair- 
ly advanced with a matter of Forty or Fifty Thou- 
ſand Pounds, leaving the Charge of the Veſſels to 


come after, when there ſhall be Accommoda: , 


rions fit to entertain and receive them. The rez- 
ſons of my propoſing it thas by halves are thele, 
1. There is no need of buying Yeſe!s rill we 
know how to diſpoſe of them, (rhough an eye 
-may be had in the Inrerim, to the ſaving, and 
ſetting apart for. this aſe, of ſuch Ships as may 

| .  poſhbly 
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rFoſſibly fall in by the by, )- 2ly- The Z2perce 
will be lighter, and ſo moare*«afily - compaſled. 
And Lafty, (which is 1he main point of all) Tr 
willbea geat Encouragement to. 2 further ſup- 
ply:toward the Charge: of the Veſſels rhemſelves 
| {which is next to be conſidered) when the peo- 
- ple ſhall-ſee char we are-in Earneſt, and' half 
' through the work already. | 
The Charge of a Herring-Buſſcy of 80 Tun, 
new from the Stocks, and furniſhed at 21 points 
. for the | Fiſpery, together with Vinals, and 
Wages for ene whole Tear, 'rray be rated at. 900'/, 
©which-being divided into:two parts, I make- 
* zccomprithar the Veſſel. her ſelf with her Cock- 
Boat, Maſtes, Sail; Tards, Cables, Anthors, and 

" 2Gther-trum co fir ter -for the Sea, will make a- 
bout one Moiety : So that 2006 New Baſſes, rigg'd, 
4: 20d fred 2s aforefaid,willcome to abort gococt, 
*(or at-fecone hand perhaps, 5CO00 {, cheaper) 
2which Expence, with crdinary ſucceſs, will te 
Zeleared the firſt year, and money toward a ſtock 
over and above. It were better if there were 
more, but rather than fail, I woold content my 
© {elf for a beginning, even with : foorth- part of 
theſe : Bur be they mcre, or fewer, I would 
F have all the Veſſels advanced upon the Kings 
Accomptz and have the Remaining Charge of 
Nets, Rope, Line, Cnsk, Salt, Vituals (and in 

| ſhore, of all Fiſhing Tew, and Provifiens) (Os be 
botn. vuþon Adventure, according ro common 
Practice in thoſe caſes, for the Eaſe of his Ma- 

- jcfty and the Encouragerrent cf the People. 
This will be, better gnderſtood by a word or 
| wo 


| C14”) | 
two concerning the 'Mehods in the menage of 
the Fiſhery. | 
- © The Profir of a Herring-Baſe is divided into 
To many ſhares, whereof there go about 2 Third: 
___ tothe Advenmtwrers, and the reft to the Veſſel. The - 
C » Nees, and Fiſhing Geare 3 the Maſter, and.his , 
Mate, with the Sailers, Fiſhermen, and the Veſſel 
_ itſelf, are in upon the Adventare of No Purchaſe, 
mo Pay. The Ships Proviſion, of Vitnal, Salt, and 
| Cath, are furnithed upon Adventure too, with 
rhe advantage it. may be, of 12 per Cent, for 
their Commodicies /in peace,  andrwice'as imuch 
in times of war, above the price of the:Mar- 
ket, but with this difference, that this la# ad- 
ventwreis tobe paid off apon the Return,” before 
the divr..end : without pretending to any other . 
Intereſt in the profit of the voyage. So thats] 
bis Majeſty ſhall not need co be one penhy more 
out of Parſe, than for the Veſſel, as aforeſaid: 
Have only che Ships pare toward the _wager of 6 
or 7 Land-men ; which is {o inconfiderable, that 
after two Voyages, they themſelves will- deal - 
no \longer for #ages, but ſerve upon Adven- 
rare. 4 b > 
- This is the very Track of the Aﬀair, 4nd by 
this mechod is Retrenched almoſt the oe half of 
the Preſent Charge of the Fiſhery; rhe work made 
ealy, and profitable, in common, both to King 
and People *-  - | 
- The Proportion of Sailers, and Fiſhers, for 
200 Baſſes will be 1800, or 2000 men,” whictt , | + 
will be ſapply'd from our Coaſts without any 
> difficulty: and theſe 200 Buſes will train 9p 
yearly, 


| (15, ) | 
yearly; at leaft 1200. Landmen for Sea Ser- 


vite. EE 49 gy 
- And then for dey, certainly it will never be 


= «wanting, when-ſo ſmall a matter may advance fo 


great a Work, Fn OSTER 

What were it for the Clergy to make his. Ma- 
jeſty a Preſent of. fifty Buſſes in kinde 3 and deli- 
vered without any further Trouble, into his 
own Ports ? which undoubtedly they would ne- 


ver ſtick ar. 


A matter of fifty or a hundred of thoſe Noble 
Pirſons, upon Whom his Majeſty bath ſhowred down 
his Graces,” and Bounties z what were it for them 
ro. furmſh as many more { which in pure Ho- 
nour, and Gratitude, they would never Re- 
fuſe >). | 

| The City of London woyld undoubtedly come 
n for their Qzors too 3 not only in Acknowlear- 
ment of the Honours, and Priviledges they have- 
received from the Crows, but in purſuance of 
their wonted munificente in favour of all Pablique 
mndertakings. | 

$o that there remains but yo Buſſes more to 
be furniſhed from the whole Nation beſte, to make 
up the Number ; which- comes to little more, 
than a Veſſel a County, one County With another, 

This way would carry the buſige(s through; 
and leave no ObjeRion behind, of any Poſibi- 
lity of / busbanding, or miſapplying the Monies ; 
when the Reſpective Contributers themſelves 


ſhall have ihe manage, and ordering of their own 


Propyriions. 


C Th's 
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- This may ſuffice for an Encouragement tO the - 


Fiſhery; 'and there wants little now toward the 
Eftabliſhment of it, bat the fertling, and ſetting 


apart, by A of Parliament, 'of a certain Re- 


venue for the oy ere. of Creeks, Wharfs, Homſes, 
and Veſſels, belonging thereuns; © #0 be vefted in 
the "King, and his Heirs for ever ;, to the ends and 
purpoſes aforeſaid. © * 

In purſuance of my Aﬀertion, I arm now to 
make good, that the Fiſhery being duly Encon- 
raged, and Eftabliſhed, will prove the Foundation 
of an Ample, and Laſting Revenue to the Crown, 
and of Wealth, and Proſperity to the Nation, 


'  - , Upon the Kg providing Buſes, and the + 


ſettling of a matrer of 200007. a year for Rep- 


ration}, aad Smpplies, in manner as is hererofgre - 


expreſt ; there will accrue to his Majeſty a Third 
part of the Profits of the Fiſhery, in the Right of 
the Veſſels; which; upon a very Reaſonable and 
hopeful Improvement, will amount to a Mien 
and a half, yearly and remain to the Crows/ for 
ever. This is it which I call the Foundation of 'ah 
Ample, and Laſting Revenye; and 'which I look 
upon 2S a Treaſury, that will much more than 


Anſwer all His Majefties Naval Expences whatſo- ey 
ever. To ſay nothing of what will be advanced 


in his Cftoms, by Commodities, [Imported for our 
Fiſh, 1n Return. | 
And 1 may very well reckon upon it alſo, as 
a Foxndation of Wealth, and Proſperity to the Na- 
tion 3 for I cannot Caſt my Eye npon any fort or 


Condition of People, that is not the better for it, 


znd the Community moſt of all. 4 
1/8. 
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1#- It will bring -all other Commodities in 


X 


3- 'upon the 77ack3 which wenow pay ready mo- 


* 


ny for ; to at Iveftimable value,” 
2]y. It will eate this Kingdom at leaſt 300000/, 
@ year, in the very Tax”to- the Poor, by Em- 
ploying all forts of Peoples and turning the great 
Burchen of this Land? iro #n equal Benefit > 
which will be in ſome meaſure a' re-peopling of 
us too, by adding ſo many loſt hands to che 
ſervice of the, Publique.”**? RE 
ly. A full Fiery, in' this one year; | would 
have ſaved the City of Zondon, and the Depen- 
dencies gpon- rhe River of Thames, near ' haff 4 
Milion perchance, in the price of Co/ez for there 
would never have wanted Seamer, to carry On 
the War, and the Colliery together. 
 -It would be. endlefs-ro- run through. all-the 


Particulars; How jt begeti Commerce, Fills His 


 Majefties Coffers, Peoples his Dominions, and con- 


ſequently 7ai/es the © price of Land, Enrithes the 
Merchant, both by Export ation, and Importation 7 
and the Tradeſman, by feiting all hands to work 3 
for it is remarkable; that 10000 /, adventure 5 n 
the Fiſhery, 'employs more people than 50000 l. in any 
other Trade whatſoever, Clothing excepteds It excites 
induſtry, and Clears ua of Loytertrs, and Beggars. 
Infomuch, that Ordirary Servants make themſelves 
fortunes, by working of Nets, at ſpars hours, - and 
adventuring them in the Fiſhery. E 

Let it nor be imagin'd that I ſpeak all this 
without Book, for I have my Calculation of the 
profit of it, and other advantages, from Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Sir fohw Burrows ,j and many other 
x 2 _. learned, 
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learned, aud Experienced Authors, who com-" 


puted the yearly value, at above rev Millions, 


when the Datch had not half the number gf * 


Buſſes which now they have. 
But be the profit- more. or leſs, rather than 
differ vpon. that point, we'll caſt all our Millions 


into'the Sea again, and yet {et up the Fiſhery, tho / 


awe ſhould trade to Loſs: for it ſeems to me, of 
ſo abſolute a Neceſſity tothis Nation, that (humanely 
ſpeaking) we cannot well, or long ſubſiſt without 
ity | - ' 
If we let our Navigation fall, we are Zo#; an 


how to ſ»pport, and ſupp) it, without the Fiſhery, - 


I do not Comprehend : The Mar of War, an 
Merchant-man, conſume Seamen, and Breed none, 
The Clier brings' up, now and then an Apprer- 


tice, but ſtill ſpends more than he maker» The z 


only (and the Common) Nurſery of Seamen is the 
Fiſhery ; where every Buſſe brings #p (i: may be) 
| G, 8,0710 new Men every Year ; {0 that our Fiſhe- 
7y is juſt as Neceſſary to our Navigation, as our 
Navigation is t0-Our ſafety, and well-being. And 
it is well enough obſerved, that Al Princes and 
States, are ſtronger or weaker, at Sea, according to 
the meaſures of their Fiſhery. © # k 
Nor is it only for the Number 'of Seamen that 
we are indebted to the Fiery, but for the-valze 
of them alſo, for there never were braver Officers in 
rhe world, than theſe that bave been Trayn d up in 
That School, as any man that defires to be berter- 
4Jnformed, may eabily ſatisfie himſelf. | 


Nays 


| 


i 
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Nay, if they were only co be Employ'd as 
Pilots,. their ſervices would more than Counter- 
vail the Charge : for their bufmeſs lyes where our 
Danger hes : They know all the Recks and Shelves, 
and there's no Coaftine without them- How 
many brave Ships have we ſtranded, for want of 


' a pitiful Fiſherman aboard, to forewarn-us'of 


the Danger ? yes, and I have heard it confi- 
dently ſaid, that even fince this laſt War with -: 
the Darco, a great part of His Majeſties Fleer 
Rozal had like to have periſhed vpon the ſame 
ſcore. | Neither can' we pretend fo much as to 


- Pilet a great Ship out of the River, without a 
' Fiſherman. | 


As we can do nothing at Sea withour the- 
Fiſhery, (o 1 am afraid we (hall make as ill ſhift 
at Lend, For we have a bold Coaſt, and for want 
of people upon it, to defend it, we lye open to 
2 thouſand Miſchiefs, The Fiery will relieve 
vs in Thu too; by planting a Trade there, which 
will draw op Commerce, and conſequently 7e- 
people and ſtrengthen us. If it be asked me, how 
we have done for Seamen all this while? I anſwer, 
that we have done for Seames. as ſome people do 
for Money ; that have but a Thouſand Pound in 
the world, and play away five Hundred of it in 
-a Night : we ſpend upon the Main ſtock, and it 
will never, hold out. It has been our Fiſhery 
(even poor as it 15) thar has ſupported us all chis 
while, and when That dies, a man may foretel 
without the help of an Oracle, that the Glory 
of England will not long ontlive it. 


When 


_= 


,- Co) 
When 1 ſpeak of the Fiery, I defire tobe 
| underſtood of the Fiſhery in General, and of Cod, 
and Ling, as well as mats 7; which is Efteemed'” 
to be_well nigh as Gainful roo as.the other. | 
'There is not any fubje&t perhaps thar has been 
more Labout*d, and to leſs purpoſe than this, 
d che Reafon- poſſibly may. be, that we have 
. only raken a proſpe& of the Prenniary advantages 
- of it, which we may live without, and given no 
. heed at all to that Comfideration of State, which 
- makes ir of Abſolute Neceſſity to our Preſervation. 
To Contra*t all in a word; If any man ſhall 
fay,. that I tive over-rated the Fiſhery, and the 
Influence ic would have upon the praſperiry-of 
this Kingdom, tet them reply upon Sir Patter 
Raleigh, Sir Fohn Burrows, and other perſons of 
Note, who have ſtudy'd the point and made a 
particular deduRion of the Value of -ic. | 
 . Or If have nor ſufficiently proved, that it | 
lies fairer for Vs, than for the Durch 3; or not 
fally anſwered all Material Obje&ions to the 
- Contrary, I ſha!l be Glad to be better Inſtructed. 
Or (the Profit apart) If we can ever be ei- | 
ther Happy, Or ſafe, without Navigation : Or Main- 
 eain that Navigation without a Fyhery and ma- 
nage-it withour Pilots, If this may be done, 1 
ſay, Al's well: But if not; I may then con- 
clude, that the Fiſhery i of an Abſolute, and In- | 
Aſpenſable Neceſſity, to the well-being, both of King 
nd People. | 
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